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FROM: Philip L. Browning, ~ i r e c t w  ' 

SUBJECT: REPORT ON IMPLEMENTATION OF THE RESTAURANT MEALS 
PROGRAM FOR THE HOMELESS, ELDERLY, AND DISABLED USING 
ELECTRONIC BENEFIT (EBT) CARDS TO PURCHASE PREPARED 
MEALS (BOARD ORDER #38 - FEBRUARY 4,2003) 

This is to provide you with an update on the Restaurant Meals Program for Homeless, 
Elderly, and Disabled Food Stamp Participants using Electronic Benefit Transfer (EBT) 
Cards to purchase prepared meals. As you may recall, the Restaurant Meals Program 
allows homeless, elderly, and disabled Food Stamp participants to purchase prepared 
meals using their EBT cards at restaurants that have a signed Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) with the County and have been certified by the United States 
Department of Agriculture (USDA), Food and Nutrition Services (FNS) to accept Food 
Stamp benefits. 

The Restaurant Meals Program for the Homeless, Elderly and Disabled has 
experienced substantial growth since implementation in July of 2005. Currently, we 
have 371 signed MOUs, including 315 restaurants participating in the program, and 
another 56 restaurants in various stages of processing by the USDA, FNS and DPSS. 

Although the program has experienced substantial growth in participation and utilization 
over the past year, increasing program awareness and utilization among the homeless 
has been our greatest challenge. To address this challenge, the Restaurant Meals 
Program staff collaborated with the General Relief Homeless Prevention Initiative (HPI) 
staff to make presentations and provide information on Food Stamps and the 
Restaurant Meals Program to Shelters and agencies that were receiving HPI training 
and information, in order to increase program awareness and utilization. 

"To Enrich Lives Through Effective And Caring Service" 




